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DETAILED ACTION 
General status 

1 . This is a First Action on the Merits. Claims 1 - 23, filed 1 1/1 9/2001 , are pending 
in the case and are being examined. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 

every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "switch enclosure 

is split asymmetrically transversely" [Claims 2 and 4] must be shown or the features 

canceled from the claims. No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 
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Arrangement of the Specification 

As provided in 37 CFR 1 .77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(e) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(f) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 

(g) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(h) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(i) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 2 and 4 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 2, 
lines 4 and 5, and Claim 4, line 4, "the switch enclosure is split asymmetrically 
transversely" should be changed to -- the switch enclosure is split asymmetrically 
horizontally-, as Figure 1 shows the enclosure is split longitudinally [or horizontally] in 
sections 11,12 and 13. 

4. Claims 6 - 23 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim can not depend from any other multiple dependent 
claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 6-23 have not been further 
treated on the merits. 

Appropriate corrections are required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1 - 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding Claim 1 , lines 2 and 3 the recitation "flat or horizontal" is not clear. Flat 
does not necessarily be horizontal. In lines 12 and 13, there is no antecedent basis for 
"the moveable parts of the interrupter units". In lines 16 and 17, the Applicant should 
clarify the specific arrangement and position of the drive device. In line 17, there is no 
antecedent basis for "the casing region". In line 18, is unclear what is intended by "in 
order to introduce the drive forces into the switch enclosure"; there is no antecedent 
basis for "the drive forces". In line 21 , the Applicant should clarify what is intended by 
"in which case". In line 22, there is no antecedent basis for "further encapsulation 
moguls" (what they are "further to"). In line 26, there is no antecedent basis for "the 
branching connections". 

Regarding Claim 3, there is no antecedent basis for "the axially shorter part". 

Regarding Claim 4, the Applicant should clarify the intended structure of the 
enclosure. It is unclear how the current transformer forms part of the housing. 

Regarding Claim 5, line 5, there is no antecedent basis for "the casing region"; 
line 14 there is no antecedent basis for "at the casing of the switch enclosure". 
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The Examiner has pointed out only few of the deficiencies, the Applicant is 
required to review all the claims and make necessary corrections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1 - 23, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Marmonier [US 5,436,797] in view of Sakaguchi et al. [US 
4,215,256]. 

Regarding Claim 1, Marmonier [Figure 5] discloses a polyphase encapsulating, 
gas-insulated outdoor high-voltage switching device with a horizontal construction, in 
which a number of circuit breaker interrupter units [D1 , D2, D3, in each phase] are 
arranged parallel to one another in a tubular switch enclosure, in which, at both ends, 
these interrupter units have associated cable connections [2] which branch off at an 
angle to the longitudinal axis of the switch enclosure. Marmonier discloses the switch 
enclosure is provided at the ends with connecting flanges [flanges not numbered] for 
connection of further encapsulation modules [ modules E on each side], in which case 
at least two modules [E] are arranged as further encapsulation modules in order to 
change the direction of the electrical connections of the interrupter units into the 
branching line connections. 
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Regarding Claim 1 , Marmonier discloses the instant claimed invention except for 
a mounting frame and a drive device arranged to a side of the switch enclosure. 
Sakaguchi et al. disclose a switchgear apparatus with a mounting frame [Figure 7] and 
a drive device [60, 56, 62, 46, 68] arranged to a side of the switch enclosure. Sakaguchi 
et al. also disclose the drive device with a rotary bearing [between 56, 60, Figure 4] 
which is arranged in a casing region of the switch enclosure, in order to introduce the 
drive forces into the switch enclosure. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a mounting frame and a 
drive in Marmonier, as suggested by Sakaguchi et al., in order to properly position the 
switching device and operate the circuit breakers for each of the phases. 

Regarding Claims 2 - 4, Marmonier discloses the instant claimed invention 
including the enclosure being split asymmetrically [the end portion have length different 
than the central portion, a central portion has length which includes D1, B, E and D2]., 
however does not disclose the external diameters of the connecting flanges being less 
than the external diameter of the switching enclosure. Sakaguchi et al. also disclose 
end module [BG] being connected with the main module with flange and the external 
diameters [not numbered, diameter of DS1] of the connecting flanges being less than 
the external diameter [not numbered, diameter of enclosure CB] of the switch enclosure 
[CB]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide flanges for connecting the end modules using flanges of 
diameter less than the external diameter of the switch enclosure in Marmonier, as 
suggested by Sakaguchi et al., in order to properly position the switching device with the 
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end modules. As to accommodating the current transformers in the shorter part of the 
switch enclosure, the use of current transformer in well known, and it would have been 
obvious to provide current transformers in the shorter part of the switch enclosure to 
measure the current. 

Regarding Claim 5, Marmonier discloses claimed invention except for the drive 
mechanism. Sakaguchi et al. discloses a mounting flange [at 40, Figure 4] and lever 
mechanism including levers [56, 42, 46, 84, 76], and bearing points between levers [56, 
60; 46, 84 and 84, 76]. The levers [52, 56 as well as 46, 84] change the direction of 
movement. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use a plurality of levers with bearing points, to connect 
transversely positioned driving device in Marmonier as suggested by Sakaguchi et al. in 
order to drive the moving contact of the switch gear. 

Regarding Claims 6 - 1 1 , 13, 14, 16, 18, and 19-23, grounding of switch gear is 
well known, and is disclosed by Marmonier in Figure 2, and the cable connecting 
modules with change in direction [horizontal to vertical] is disclosed in Figure 5. 
Regarding Claim 12, the busing disclosed in Figure 5 of Marmonier forms a common 
plane. Regarding Claims 15 and 17, the use of voltage transformer is well known in the 
electrical system. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marina Fishman whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1991 . The examiner can normally be reached on 5:30 - 4.00 M-T. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Renee S. Luebke can be reached on 571-272-2009. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marina Fishman/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2833 
September 21, 2009 

/ renee s luebke/ 

Renee Luebke 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
AU 2833 



